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98-460
December 12, 1998

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

PRESIDENT JORNS URGES GRADUATES TO 'SEIZE THE DAY!' IN FINAL
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns warned
graduates at Saturday's (Dec. 12) commencement ceremonies that he was going to
stray a bit from the usual charge he gives departing seniors.
Instead of wishing them farewell and good luck, Jorns urged graduates to
consider for a moment that their next day on earth may be their last.
In his final address as Eastern's seventh sitting president, the retiring Jorns
told the nearly 700 graduates participating in Saturday's ceremony the story of a
childhood friend who grew to become the most outstanding young man in his high
school graduating class.
"He was intelligent, diligent, good natured, creative and a leader,"
Jorns said. "He was destined to make something of himself, as we used to say.
I thought the world of him."
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At the end of his sophomore class in college, the young man was killed
in a freak accident, Jorns told graduates. It happened more than 34 years ago,
and Jorns said, it profoundly influenced the way he looks at life.
"He died a child. He never married, never had children, never had a
job," Jorns said. "My point is, you never know when your opportunity to live
and contribute will pass."
Jorns told graduates they've been essentially "practicing for life the
past 16 years". Now it's time to pony up, he said.
"It's time to make something and do something for real," Jorns said.
"It's time to get a job, time to marry, to raise kids, to run for mayor, or
the school board. It's time to teach someone to read, or restore someone's
spirit, or do their taxes, or heal them.
"You're living for others, after all. You're living for my friend, long dead. You're
living for all those who are born in ignorance and die in misery. You're being allowed to
live and enjoy your life."
So, do it to the full, Jorns told graduates. He urged them to live up
to their potential, take risks, make a difference. And, "Seize the Day!"
Eastern Vice President for Student Affairs Lou Hencken made special mention of
Jorns' tenure as president as did EIU Alumni Association President Joe Dively who
closed his address to graduates by acknowledging Jorns for his contributions to
Eastern and to the Alumni Association. "Without question, you are leaving this
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institution in better condition and higher regard than when you arrived," Dively said of
Jorns.
Other speakers included Board of Trustees member Dr. Mack W. Hollowell,
Student Body President Steve Zielinski and Faculty Senate Chairperson James Tidwell.
The faculty marshal for the morning ceremony was Richard Keiter, professor of
chemistry, who represented the Graduate School. Keiter has been a member of
Eastern's faculty since 1969.
Donald Smitley, professor of educational administration, was the faculty marshal
for the afternoon ceremony and represented the College of Education and Professional
Studies. Smitley has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1970.
More than 1,100 students were eligible to graduate from Eastern this fall.
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